A clinical study of patients with pemphigus vulgaris and pemphigus foliaceous: an 11-year retrospective study (1996-2006).
Only a few reports have been published of detailed clinical studies of pemphigus in Japan. The aim of this study was to determine the clinical characteristics of patients with pemphigus vulgaris (PV) and pemphigus foliaceous (PF), who were newly diagnosed in the dermatology department of Kurume University Hospital, Japan, over the past 11 years. The primary site of involvement was the oral mucosa in 21 patients (75%) with PV. At the initial visit, most of the patients with PV had moderate to severe disease. With regard to management, systemic corticosteroids were the mainstay of treatment for patients with PV, and plasmapheresis was the most frequently used adjuvant therapy. Dapsone was the mainstay of treatment for the patients with PF. The patients were investigated for any association with an underlying malignancy; in patients with PV, lung, stomach and uterine cancers (one patient each) were seen.